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territory into districts, with revenue, and judicial
officers acting, as with us, under separate  con-
trolling authorities at the capital.    This scheme
was referred to government by the Resident at
Lukhnou in 1810 ; and being approved, was then
formally submitted to the Nuwab Vizeer, along
with a letter from Lord Minto, urging strongly
its adoption.    The Nuwab met the proposition by
declaring his readiness to adopt any scheme that
might seem to him practicable; but he denied this
to be so.    He dwelt upon his utter want of trust-
worthy public officers of the kind possessed by the
British government in its civil and military ser-
vants; and contended that the plan was, in other
respects also, inapplicable to the state of things in
his country, and to the relations which subsisted
between himself and the people of his court, who
must be his instruments, as well as with his sub-
jects at large.    The objection was plausible, and
certainly not unfounded; but the truth is, that
the Nuwab saw in the scheme, besides the expense
of a large establishment, a very great abridgement
of his own authority, and most probably, the direct
and perpetual interference of the British Resident
between himself and the public officers to be em-
ployed *.   Hence he was extremely apprehensive

* Major Baillie, the Resident, went so far as to assume, in
the discussions which took place, a right of seeing that pro--